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SOME 


CONSIDERATIONS. 


ON THE 


Improvement of the Linnen- 
eren of IRELAND. 


Zo, 185 HE interef of Trade and 
Manufactures, eſpecially 

in thoſe Branches that af- 
ford Employment to the 
555 deing, next to Religion and 
Liberty, the moſt important Concern 
of a People; it ought to be the prin- 
el Study of all that wiſh well to 
A their 


their Country, to en and en- 
large what is ſo great an Inſtrument 


of public Happineſs, . 


As no Nation ever ſtood in great- 
er Need of Aſſiſtance than Ireland, 
and as the Linnen Manufacture, if 
rightly improved, ſeems to open to us 


a very comfortable Proſpect of Re- 
lief fiom many Difficulties with 


which we have long ſtruggled; I 
preſume, it will not be thought an 
unſeaſonable Office to lay before the 
Public ſome Hints on ſo intereſting 
a Subject. And I am perſwaded, 
that a well-intended Attempt of this 
Nature will meet with all favourable. 
Allowances; and that the Impor- 
tance of the Matter will be a ſuffici- 
ent Excuſe for all Defects in the 
Manner of offering theſe Confidera- 
tions to the Public. 


Where a Country is capable of 


producing the Materials of any pro- 
fitable 


[3] 

fitable Manufacture, the Propagation 
of ſuch Materials is the firſt Thing 
that ought to come under Conſidera- 
tion. Flax, and Flax+Seed are the Ma- 
terials; or the Primums, of our Lin- 
nen Trade; and not only neceſſary 
to the being of it, but very valuable 
and beneficial branches of Buſineſs 
in themſelves. To enjoy theſe, there- 
fore, independent of other Countries, 

is a Matter of the utmoſt Importance, 
but what we have hitherto been 
greatly deficient in. For though 


the Truſtees of the Linnen Manu- 


facture have merited very highly of 
their Country, for their extraordina- 
ry Pains in every branch of the Bu- 
ſineſs; and to their Care is princi- 
pally owing that Degree of Perfection 
in which we now ſee it; yet it muſt 
be owned, that all their Endeavours 
to raiſe Flax and Flax-Seed at home 
have, to this Day, been in a great 
- Meaſure unſuccesful. 7. 


I have 


#1 


1 have e a d it would 
be no unuſeful Speculation to inquire 
into the Cauſes of this our Miſcar- 
riage. Next it may be proper to 
enumerate ſome of the Advantages 
that would accrue to this Country by 
raiſing our own Flax, and Flax- 
Seed; and likewiſe to ſnhew the ſure 
Proſpect we have of doing it to 
much greater Advantage than even 
the Countries from whence we are 
now ſupplied with them. And if, 
in Concluſion, a cheap and eaſyMe- 
thod of bringing this about, in no 
very long Space of Time, can be 
fallen upon, the publick Benefit, at- 
tending the Inquiry, will be more 
than a ſufficient Recompence for the 
Labour of it. To promote in ſome 
Meaſure, this valuable End, is the 
Defign of the following —— 


It is certain, that, till abate; the 
"Re of the South of Ireland ads 


never 


\ 
* 
1 
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never be induced to untlertake any 
branch of the Linnen Manufacture. 
In Conſequence hereof the public 
Allowance of Flax-Seed was entirely 
diſtributed in the Morth, where, in 

general, neither the Soil, nor Climate, 
are capable of ripeni ningithe Flax ear- 


ly enough in the Seaſon, for the due 
making, watering, and rating it. To 
this natural Inconvenience is added 


another, occaſioned frequently by 
the late and uncertain, Importation 
and Diftribution of Flax-Seed in Ire. 
land, that it is ſeldom ſown ſo early 


as it ought to be. This, together 
with our Ignorance of the Uſe of the 


Dutch ſoftening and' fining Mill for 
ripe Flax, and a miſtaken Notion 
which has prevailed in the Worth, 
that unripe Flax makes the fineſt 
Linnen, have greatly contributed to 
blaſt all Attempts for raiſing our own 
Flax, and Flax-Seed; and have in- 
troduced that pernicious Cuſtom of 
FROG the F Ar green, whereby 

there 


— „ 
— 
— - 


[6 
there is loſt on the Seed alone, ſup- 
poſing the Increaſe moderate, and 
taking the Price at a Medium; to 
the Value of eight Pounds Sterling 
an Acre. And this Loſs is ſtill fo 
much the greater, as the Flax of the 
lame Acre, if left ſtanding till fully 
ripe, will dreſs in the fining Mill to 
more than double the Quantity of 
that which is pulled green, and, at 
the ſame time, be many Degrees 
ſofter, finer, and ſtronger r than _ 


which 1 is ai unripe. 


The Want of OL ils in I reland 
hath likewiſe been a greater Loſs to 
this Manufacture, than People are 
generally apt to imagine. In the 


light ſandy Parts of Brabant, and 


Flanders; and all other Countries, 
where Flax-Seed degenerates, they 
have them in Abundance, They 
reckon no leſs than two and twenty 
ſuch Mills betwixt Antwerp and 


dae though not thirty Miles di- 
ſtant 


[2] 


ſtant. On the contrary, the degene- 
rated Seed is conſtantly loſt in the 
North of Ireland; or, if it be again 
ſown, it is not only loft, but the 
Labour, and Rent of the Ground 
for that Vear along with it. And this 
Loſs hath, I doubt not, amounted 
to more than would have paid for 
all the Flax-Seed that has ever been 
imported into Ireland. For the In- 
creaſe on Flax-Seed is commonly 
two, and three, and ſometimes four 
or five fold; and I am well inform- 
ed, that barely a double Quantity of 
fuch degenerated Flax- Seed, as is not 
fit to be ſown, yet not greatly da- 
maged, will produce a Quantity of 
Oyl more in Value than the Price 
of the Seed ſown the preceding Year; 
and, in ſome Caſes, where the In- 
coals is great, double, or more. 
Now, as all Advantages enable the 
Manufacturer to lower the Price of 
his Commodity; ſo all Loſſes, and 
Diſadvantages, neceſſarily oblige him 


to 


. | 
to raiſe it, and conſequently leflen 
the Demands from foreign Markets, 
to the great Loſs both of the Dealer, 
and the Public; as was the Caſe 
with our Linnen Cloths at Chefter 
Fair this very Year 1735. 101 


Another Diſadvantage to our Lin- 
nen Manufacture is, that the Flax- 
dreſſers are not made a diſtinct and 

te Trade, or Branch of the 
Buſineſs. The foreign Flax · dreſſer 
hath, by this means, vaſtly the ad- 
vantage of ours. Conſtant Appli- 
cation to this ſingle Buſineſs gives 
him both Knowledge, and Dex- 
terity. His Conveniences are all well 
contriv d and appointed; ſuch as 
Houſing, Ovens, and ſoft-water 
Ponds, laid contiguous, and properly 
ſituated, by which he ſaves conſi- 
derably in Labour. .He has always 
a Crop of Clover with his Flax; or 
ſowes it ſo early, that after pulling, 
he can have a Crop of Turnips. By 
| long 


[9] 
By long Experience he knows the 
proper Seaſon for pulling his Flax, 
that it be neither too late, nor too 
_ early; and likewiſe the true Me- 
thod of watering it without rotting.” 
His Oven prevents the burning or 
diſcolouring the Flax in drying, and 
gives it an evenly Criſpnels, of great 
Advantage in breaking, and ſwing- 
ling; and all this without any ex- 
pence for Fire. His Engines and 
Machines are of the beſt Kinds; 
and kept in good Order, and con- 
ſtant Readineſs. The Goodneſs of 
his Barns and Granaries hinder Ver- 
min from deſtroying his Seed, or 
Flax, His Ripples get off all his 
Seed, without diſordering or turn- 
ing his Flax-heads and Butts. His 
Waggon rolls the Seed all out; and 
his winnowing Engine cleans it 
without any Loſs. The different ſize 
of his Break, and ſhape of his Scuth- 
ing-Handle, together with his dif- 
ferent Method of uſing them, 175 
G is 


161 
"kits conftant Practice of bringing his 
Flax warm and criſp from the Oven 
to them, ſave him more than 50 
per Cent. And his ſoftning-Mill 
takes off all Harſhneſs from the ri 
Flax, without breaking even the 
ſmalleſt Fibre; by blick means he 
hath leſs Tow, and the Length of 
the Flax, which is its chief Perfecti- 
on, is preſerved. Beſides, this Me- 
thod gives the Flax an equal Soft- 
neſs, and Fineneſs, which ſaves the 
Spinner a good deal of Trouble, oc- 


caſions the Thread to take the twiſt | 


readily, frees it of the fuzzey rough 
Subſtance, which appears on our 
Thread made of Bettled Flax, and 
makes the Linnen whiten evenly, 
without Stripes or Rows, which 
frequently appear in uneven Greſt- 
ed Linnen, or that which is com- 
poſed of harſh and unequal Threads. 

This Defect, entirely occaſioned by 
the Want of theſe Mills, hath been 


the principal Cauſe, that our fine 
Lin- 


4 

, 
1 
'F 
> 


210 


Linnens have never been eſteemed 


at the Engliſh Markets; and hath . 


led us into a miſtaken Notion that 
coarſe Linnens are the moſt profi- 
table Branch of the Manufacture ; 
which the Practice of all Countries, 
beſt acquainted with this Trade, and 
our paying the fine Manufacturer 
here higher Wages, demonſtrate; to 
be an Error. 1 


Again, the foreign Flax- dreſſer 
performs all his Heckling Work by 
Girls and Women; whereas our 
Hecklers are generally choſen from 
among the ſtrongeſt of our Men. 
Thus, beſides the Loſs of ſo much 
Strength to the Public, here is an 
additional Expence laid on the Ma- 
nufacture, and the Operation is per- 
formed to very great Diſadvantage. 


For as Heckling is a very nice and 
delicate Work, and requires great 


Gentleneſs of Hand; a weak Girl, 
who begins early at this Work, ſhall 


at 


a * 


«1 ra | 
at fifteen Years of Age heckle as 
much as a ſtrong young Fellow, 
who begins at ſixteen or eighteen 
Years old, and that to 20 per Cent. 
more advantage, in regard the ſtrong 
Fellows generally tear and deſtroy 
as much as they dreſs. | 


In a Word, to this Ignorance, 
and Want of Practice in our People 
we may impute moſt of the Incon- 
veniences our Linnen Manufacture 


labours under; ſuch as the entire 
Loſs of our Flax-Seed; the rotting 


and ſpoiling the Flax in making, ra- 


ting and watering; and the diſco- 
louring and burning it, and ſome- 


times their - Houſes along with it 


in drying; beſides the unavoidable 
Expence of Firing. And, at the 
fame time, our want of the neceſ- 


ſary Machines, Houſing, Ovens, 


Mills, Ponds, and other Conveni- 


encies, puts us to infinite Labour 
and Expence; is an Interruption to 


other 


. 
p 


Engl 
other Branches of the Buſineſs; and 
raiſes the Price of Flax ſo high upon 
us, that Holland, under many Diſ- 
advantages, and particularly, the 
Price of Labour there being four 
times as high as with us, is yet able 
to pay the Carriage, and ſell us con- 
fiderable Quantities of Flax cheaper 
than we have hitherto been able to 
ſupply our Fes with, 2 


To convince „Gente of the 
Importance and Advantages of divid- 
ing our Linnen Manufacture into 
diſtinct Branches, let us conſider the 
Arguments of the ingenious Sir Y 115 
liam Petty on this very ſubject, a 
Gentleman who had a thorough 
knowledge of the Oeconomy of 
Manufactures. I ſhall make uſe of 
his own words, as quoted in the 
Speftaror, Vol. III No. 232. © It 
is certain that a Single Watch 


could not be made fo cheap in 


* eee by one only 1 as 
| a hun- 


[ 14 ] 
a hundred Watches by a hundred; 

e for as there is a vaſt Variety in the 

« Work, no one Perſon could equal- 

cc ly fuit himſelf to all the Parts of 
it; the Manufacture would be te- 

&« dious, and at laſt but clumfily 
performed: But if an hundred [ 
66 Watches were to be made by a 

hundred Men, the Caſes mighilt 

« be aſſigned to one, the Dials to 

« another, the Wheels to another, 

<« the Springs to another, and every 

e Part to a proper Artiſt; as there 
v would be no Need of perplexing 1 

« any one Perſon with too much 
Variety, every one would be able 

« to perform his ſingle Part with 

« greater Skill and Bax pedition; and 

« the hundred too ey would be 

« finiſhed in one fourth Part of the 

«Time of the firſt one, and every 

e one of them at one fourth part of 

the Coſt, though the Wages of 

e every man were equal. The Re- 

6 duction of the Price of the Ma- 


nu facture 


[15] 
& nufacture would increaſe the de- 
« mand of it, all the fame Hands 
« would be Rill em loyed, and as 
« yell paid. The fame Rule will 
ec hold in the Cloathing, theShipping, 
« and all other Trades whatſoever. 
« And thus an Addition of Hands 
© to our Manufactures will only re- 
&« | duce the Price of them; the La- 
bourer will ftill have as much 
Wages, and will conſequently be 
enabled to purchaſe more Conve- 
© ntences of Life; ſo that every In- 
© tereſt in the Nation would re- 
ceive a Benefit from the Increaſe 
« of our working People.” | 


As an Inſtance of theInconvenien- 
ces this Country ſuſtains by depend- 
ing on a foreign Market for Flax- 
Seed, let us only ſuppoſe it bought 
at Rotterdam. — Parts of it 
bably grew in the ſandy Grounds of 
Holland and Utrecht, and others in 
the deep claiſh Soil of Zealand. 


Now 


[16 ] 

Now it is an equal Chance but the 
Farmer here, who either buys his 
Seed, or hath it from the Linnen 
Board, ſows the clay Produce in 
his clay Grounds, and the ſandy 
| Produce in his light Grounds; in 
both which caſes he runs a risk of 
having a very poor Crop of Flax, if 
any at all; and ſcarce any Seed, or 
at. leaſt none but what is greatly de- 
generated. For changing the Soil 
of Seed is very neceſſary in all Hus- 
bandry, but more particularly ſo in 
the caſe of Flax. This, together 
with their not knowing the Age of 
their Seed, hath many times diſap- 
pointed our poor People; inſomuch 
that, if I am rightly informed, in 
the Year 1733 there were many 
hundreds of Acres in the Vor:h of 
Ireland ſown with good Seed in all 
Appearance, which yet never pro- 
duced a ſingle Stalk of Flax above 
Ground, 1 


Some 


[27-1] 


Some Gentlemen, 2 had Land 
roper for it, lately attempted to raiſe 
Ra and Flax Sced; but they rei 
into the ſame error = not chang 
the Soil of the Seed, and, — h = 
Land was good, the — — 
was much as I have repreſented it. 
Beſides, they wanted good Flaxy 
dreſſers, thoſe they had being from 
England, where, 1 they underſtand 
the Buſineſs, it muſt be by Infpira- 
tion; there not being in any Year 
the fifth Part of the Flax dreſſed in 
all England, that there is in the 
Mortb of Ireland. Theſe Fellows 
rotted, diſcoloured, and burnt moſt 
of the Flax, and raiſed the price of 
Dreſſing ſo high, that, I am afraid, 
few of thoſe a ne have ſaved 
very much, tho allowed a good 
price by the Public for their Seed. 
Some of them I have known to pay 
more for dreſſing, i could be got 


ab 


[18] 
at the Market fot the Flax thus 
dreſſed, or rather ſpoiled. 


This is the preſent miſerable State 
of this moſt neceſſary and valuable 
Branch of our Staple Manufacture; 
in which we have had ſo many re- 
peated Diſappointments, that many 
of our Gentlemen, of the beſt Un- 
derſtanding in other matters, have 
begun to deſpair of Succeſs in raiſ- 
ing our own Flax, and Flax-Seed, 
and to look upon all Schemes for 
promoting it as idle and chimerical 
Projects. To relieve them therefore, 
from ſuch melancholy Apprehenſi- 
ons, and to revive their Induſtry on 
this head, it will be proper not on- 
ly to lay before them ſome of the 
Advantages that would accrue to us 
by thus employing our Lands and 
Labour, but likewiſe to ſhew the 
great probability there is, that our 
endeavours, under a right Regula- 

43 Ko | tion 


[19] 
tion and Management, will not 
prove unſuccesful. 


I have already demonſtrated the 

Importance of this Branch to the 
Manufacture in general, from the 
Conſideration that it is abſolutely 
neceſſary to the Being of it. But 
abſtracted from this, it is a profit- 
able Buſineſs in it ſelf; ſo profitable, 
as to promiſe us greater returns 
from our Lands, than any other 
Production they have hitherto been 
employed in raiſing. And as the 
proof hereof depends on matter of 
fact, and the teſtimony of Men of 
knowledge and experience, in this 
part of the Argument I ſhall chief- 
ly-rely on the Authority of thoſe, 
who are generally reckon'd to have 
wrote beſt on this Subject. 


Cromlin, Slator, and Hall are 
very large in recommending to us 
the raiſing and dreſſing our own 

Flax 


_ 7 

Flax, as © moſt profitable Employ- 
ment both of our Lands and People. 
In a Treatiſe publiſh'd by the Dub- 
lin-Stciety, we ate aſſured, that we 
may reaſonably expect 1 e. un Acre 
fer Annum from Ground: thus em- 
ployed. But I am inclined to think 
this Computation a good deal to 
low; ſince the * Author elſe 
where advances it as a Fact, that an 
Aete in Leinſar hath been known 
to produce bo Stone of Flax, the 
Value of which, including the Flax- 
Seed, is not leſs than 227. Tos. at 
a middle Price: Sir William Petty 
alſo, in his Political Arithmerich, 
P. 203, ſpeaking of Ireland, and 
adyifing the Method of taxing this 
Country, ſays, jf the Hearth- Tax 
i ere paid i in Flax, inſtead of Mo- 
te ney, it would be advantageous 
eto Ireland ;” becauſe, as he adds, 
40 Feet Square, or the goth 
* part of an Acre, will produce 
* N Shillings worth of the Com- 

7 modity 


[21] 
& modity;” ſo that the Produce. of 
the whole Acre would be 25/. And 
Iam of Opinion, that it the poſ- 
ſeflors of ſuch Acres had skilful 
Flax- dreſſers, each Acre would, mo- 
deſtly ſpeaking, be worth 3oy/. after 
paying the 'Labour of the Flax- 
dreſſer. * 


We are told, in 4 Treatiſe enti- 
fled, The 1 nteref of Scotland can: 
goat; wrote by a Gentleman of 
great knowledg e and worth, P.159 
“ that the Lint that was produ- 
« ced from one Acre of Ground, 
« belonging to the Flanders Flax- 
« dreſſer, in the Year 1732, was 
«© eſtimated at 40/. Value; and al- 
* lowing him 201. for his Year's 
* Labour in it, there is ſtill great 
« profit to be made of the Ground, 
e when the Seaſon is favourable.” 
Here we are to obſerve, this is not 
only Exgliſh Money, but that the 


Scot or Cunningham Acre is con- 
ſiderably 


„ 
fiderably lefs than the J. riſb, bear- 
ing only the ſame proportion that 


18 Feet 9 Inches have to 21 


Feet. The ſame Author likewiſe 
tells us, P. 15g. that the Produce 
of an Acre about Cambray was fre- 
quently 1000 lb. weight; which in 
bad Flax Vears, ſuch as was the 
Year 1733, ſuppoſing the Flax 
good, and well ſaved, would ſell at 
3 Shillings the Pound, which makes 
the Value of an Acre 1 50. for that 
Year. In a word, moſt Books of 
Husbandry and other Authors on 
the Subject of Trade that I have 


read, make the raiſing of Flax a 


profitable Bufinefs as may be 


. 
ſeen by conſulting Le Wears 


de Commerce. 


"a I to 8 * NR * 
heard abroad of the great Benefits 
made by the Flax-dreſſers, I ſhould 


quite tire the Reader. I have known 
Numbers of them in Holland, who 


after 


[23] 

after having paid 16/. or more per 
Acre for their Flax, have owned to 
me, that they have made from 3oo/: 
to 700/, 800. nay Loool. fer. per 
Annum, and it was believed by their 
Neighbours they made much more; 
though few of them contracted for 
much more than the Produce. of 50 
Iriſh Acres. And if the Dutch, 
who ſo well underſtand Trade, and 
Manufactures, . eſpecially the Lin- 
nen Manufacture, think proper to 
follow this, and the whitening 
Branch, preferably to the ſpinning 

weaving, we may ſafely con- 
elude, that they find them the moſt 
beneficial, and that we ſhould do 
ſo too, if we purſued them with 
equal Aſſiduity. 


The raiſing and dreſſing of Flax 
would afford great employment to 
the People, eſpecially to weak Wo- 
men and Children, in weeding, 


Pallas, and turning, as well as in 
: rating, 


_ kJ]. 
rating and heckling. And it is cer- 
tain that, all Manufactures, or thoſe 
Branches of them, that give moſt 
employment to weak perſons, are 
the moſt beneficial: to the Public; 
becauſe hereby there is an Advan- 
tage made of the Induſtry of Wo- 


men, and Children; and the ſinews 


of the ſtrong Men are reſerved for 
other, and more proper Occaſions, 
with; it is to be preſumed, in a 
populous. Country, will ſeldom be 
wanting to require them. Of this 
Truth the Worth of Ireland is a 
very ſtrong Inſtance; where former- 
ly a number of daughters were 
wont to be a burthen to the poor 
Farmer; whereas now, fince the 
Spinning Trade hath been brisk- 


ly carried on, they are become a 


Treaſure bock to him, and to the 
| * 70 


Io all this we e add the fav- 


ing” of de Rent of tho foreign 
Land- 


* 8” 
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Landlord, the profits of the Flax- 
dreſſer, and the Merchant; the 
expence of Freight, and Inland Car- 
riage; and the Money ſent out 
yearly both for Seed and Flax, a- 
mounting to no leſs than 30000. 
per Annum ; which Expence muſt 
always increaſe in proportion to the 
quantities of Linnen we make up. 
And as we ſhall thus be more cheap- 
ly ſupplied with the Materials, the 

nſequence will be, that we ſhall 
be enabled to underſell Foreigners in 
the Goods compleatly manufactured, 
and ſecure the Market to ourſelyes. 


. At preſent, decayed or bad Seed, 
the Refuſe of their own, which 
cannot be diſpoſed of when kept o- 
ver a year, is moſt of the ſupply we 
have from abroad, or indeed can 
reaſonably expect. For it is not to 
be ſuppoſed that any Country, to 
whom we either are, or may be- 
come dangerous Rivals in ſo valu- 

055 D _ 
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able: a branch of Commerce, will fur- 
niſh us with good Materials to carry 
on a Manufacture prejudicial to their 
own. Neither is it prudent” todepend 
on Countries, remarkably Jealous and 
tenacious of their Trade and Manu- 
factures, when the Conduct of the 
moſt generous People in the World 
to us, may let us ſee, that no Fa- 
vours are to be expected, where 
there is an oppoſition of Intereſts 
in n affairs of ſo great importance. 


As people ought to beben a- 
gainſt all events and accidents, 
which may attend their Trade, we 
ſhall find 1t abſolutely neceſſary for 
our ſecurity in this branch of Buſi- 
neſs, to encourage all ſchemes for 
raiſing our own Flax, and Flax- 
Seed. © For though his Majefty's 
prudent meaſures have hitherto pre- 
ſeryed the bleſſings of Peace and 
Tranquility; yet the affairs of the 
world are ſubject to too many fluc- 
* tuations 
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tuations for us to-imagine, that the 
wiſeſt and warieſt Counſels can er 
cure us the perpetual continuance 
of thoſe Bleſſing 8. Should we hap- 
pen to be at. War with thoſe Couns 
tries we now depend on for Flax, 


and Flax- Seed, what muſt become 


of W e e , Or even 
ſuppoſing us in Alliance with thoſe 
Countries, muſt we not run terrible 
riſques, and ſuſtain frequent loſ- 
ſes, when the Seas ſhall be infeſted 
with Privateers, as they were du- 
ring our late Wars with France ? 
Even in times of the moſt pro- 
found peace we cannot command 
theſe Commodities, without being 
ſubject to the winds, and the 
waves, and, what is as uncertain 
as either, the courſe of the foreign 
Markets, which are entirely Ws 4 


ted by the humours or intereſt of 


thoſe, who are our greateſt Rivals 
in this very Buſineſs. _ So that we 
cannot promiſe our ſelves a certain 


ſupply 
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fupply of theſe Materials even for 
one Seaſon ; and even for that we 
have no other ſecurity but the ex- 
prbitant gains our neighbours make 
by ſupplying us; and thoſe exorbi- 
tant gains are the impoyeriſhment 
and run of our own Country, 


That we in Ireland are capable, 
0 have equal, if not ſuperior Ad- 
vantages, in raiſing and dreſſing 
our on Seed and Flax, to all, or 
moſt other Countries, is, I think, 
plain, both from the goodneſs of our 
Soil, and a great many other Cir- 
<cumſtances. All Authors who have 
written on the ſubject, agree, that 
our Soil is exceeding good and rich; 
and, if I miglit venture to add my 
own opinion, I would fay, that 
where it is rightly improved, we 
have as good, or the beſt Soil I ever 
ſaw. Our Country extends near 
four Degrees from Worth to South ; 
ſo that we may be ſaid to have di. 
ferent Climates, and if one will not 
an- 


1 
anſwer, another may. We are not 
ſo ſubject to ſummer droughts, as 
moſt other Flax-Countries, which 
are very prejudicial to its growth; 
and if we complain of wet 1 
they are not unfriendly to Flax, un- 
leſs when they are ſo extremely vi- 
olent as to lodge it, which very 
ſeldom happens to be the caſe. 
And for manure, beſides dung, 
which we have in common with 
other Countries, we have Marl, 
Lime, Wrack or Reets, and Stuff in 
moſt of our ditches, to a 
that moſt Flax- Countries, indeed all 
I have ſeen, are utter Rrangers to. 
We have alſo abundant ſupplies of 


Water for Ponds, and Materials for 


Building, cheaper Land, and Pro- 
viſions, and conſequent! y Labour, 
than any Country in Europe; fo 
that with theſe Advantages, we can 
hardly fail to ſupply ourſelves with 
Flax, and Flax-Seed, ſo as to be 
able to underſell moſt, or even all 
the Countries in the known World. 

| 'To 
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To make it evident what great Advantages 
we have over Holland in this Article, I have 
hereunto ſubjoined the following Table of what 
is conſtantly paid for Land, and Labour in that 
Country, compared with the Expence we ſhould 
be at, upon the moſt reaſonable Computation. 


HOLLAND. 


The Flax-Dreſſer \ J. 4. d. 
pays for the More- l 
of Land, which - | 
is an Vi Acre and 9 o © 
- near A Quarter, ' 
plowing and har-) 
_ rowing it. 7 
Seed. pag 1 10 © 
. 
Tranſporting from | 
Zealandto 4 5-0 0 
never leſs than. 
| 16 o o 
Flax - Dreſſer pays J 3 
his Men per Day. 1 
His Women and 8 


* 


TRELAND. . 
Value of an 1iþ_ J. . d. 
Acre and a | 
. fit to a 
ow Flax in, at „ 

leaſt as good as 
theirs. 
Plowing and 
rowing at 
the greatelkx . 9 
pence. 
2 13 
Seed as now had) of 
from abroad 1 
— 95 5 A 
Carriage Home. o 5 o 
5 13 9 
Advantage to | 
treland in this . 
ArticleperAcre'( 16 o6 3 


and quarter. 


16 O © 
A Common La- | 
bourer properly 
inſtructed will 
in one Year 
make a 
Flax · dreſſer. 
His Wages now 
being 64. per 
Day he will be 
happy in. 
Women and 


0 © IS 


Boys. RP) 4 
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"Left any one ſhould be ſurpriz d, 
that I make the expence w Carri- 
age in Holland ſo high as 50. the 
reader is to obſerve, that he Soil 
of the Province of Holland is ſan- 
dy, and the Ground chiefly taken 
up with Gardens, and Meadows; 
ſo that Zeland, being a deep, rich, 
and moiſt Clay, is made choice 
of ſor the production of Flax. But 
in Zeland there is not a ſufficient 
ſupply of freſh Water for the pro- 
ſecution of the reſt of the Buſineſs ; 
ſo the Farmer lives in Zeland, atid 
the Flax-drefler. in Holland. The 
latter agrees to pay the former 91. 
per Moreghee, for the Vear s Growth, 
and finds both Flax-Seed and Weed- 
ing. When the Crop is ripe, it he 
thinks it worth while to accept of it, 
he tranſports it into Holland, the 
expence of whichalways amounts to 
the Sum I have mentioned, and ve- 
ry frequently to more. But if the 
4 Flax-dreſſer — that the 


Crop 


3 

Crop will not bear | ſo great an ex- 
pence, he hath it in his election to 
take, or refuſe it on the 24. of 
June; and in caſe of refuſal, he 
Joctvia his Flax-Seed ſown, — the 
Charges of Weeding, and the Far- 
mer makes his own Advantage of 
the whole Produce. Yet under all 
_ theſe diſadvantages, we ſee the 
Durch are able to ſupply us both 
with Seed, and Flax, at a cheaper 
rate, than we. have hitherto been 
able to do our ſelves ; which is en- 
tirely owing to our not having ſuf- 
ficiently cultivated this uſeful Art, 
and to our want of proper Machines 
and other Conveniences. 


_ Further or grenter Inducements 
for us to proſecute the Linnen Ma- 
nufacture in all its branches, Ithink, 
need not be given. Yet even theſe 
are not wanting. The Parliament 
of England hath been ſo favourable 
to us on this head, that they have 


EX 
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exempted our Linnen from a Duty 
| computed at 4 and a half per Cent. 
which all other Linnens pay there 
at Importation ; and that Country 
is our grand Market, where, at Lon- 
don alone there is a demand for 
Linnen to the Value of 2,000,000/. 
per Annum. His Majeſty alſo, with 
great Care and Goodneſs, hath con- 
ſtantly recommended this beneficial 
Trade to the conſideration of our 
own Parliament ; which challenges 
not only our higheſt gratitude, but 
our utmoſt diligence to ſecond thoſe 
gracious Intentions in 'our favour. 
And the wiſe Laws, and the conſi- 
derable Funds granted by Parlia- 
ment, for the ſupport and improve- 
ment of this Manufacture; toge- 
ther with the great care, and con- 
ſtant application of the Truſtees 
veſted with the Diſpoſal of thoſe 
Funds, are not only an encou- 
ragement, but may afford us great 
helps to carry on this buſineſs to 
418 E its 
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its utmoſt Perfection. It is there- 
fore preſumed that the follow- 
ing Scheme, which 1s entirely cal- 
culated to promote this valuable 
End, will not meet with an unfa- 
vourable Reception from any who 
have the Intereſt of their Country 
truly at Heart. 


I. That a F und be SS RY 
to improve the Buſineſs of railing 
and dreſſing Flax, and Flax-Seed in 
this Kingdom, according to the 
methods made uſe of in Hadi 


for that purpoſe. 


= That the Wet and 
Diſp oſition of the ſaid Fund be in 


8 preſent Truſtees appointed by 


Act of Parliament for the Linnen- 


Manufacture, who ſhall be empow- 


ered to apply, and emit, from time 
to time, ſuch Sums as ſhall be 
judged proper for the ſeveral uſes 


and pu rpoſes herein after mentioned. 


III. 
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III. That out of the ſaid Fund 
there be granted to proper pet ſons 
certain fums, to be laid out in build- 
ing Ovens, Work-houſes and Barns, 
making of Watering-Ponds,and pro- 
viding inſtruction, aſſiſtance, and 
inſtruments neceſſary for the coarſe 
dreſſing of flax. The ſaid flax- 
dreſſers to be fixed in different 
Counties, and on different Soils, of 
the beſt and propereſt kind ; the 
charge of Carriage in changing the 
Flax-ſeed of the different Dreſſers 
to be, for ſome time, defrayed an- 
nually out of the faid Fund ; for 
which purpoſe a Regiſtry of the 
different Soils ſhall be kept, and 
Tranfires or Certificates returned, 
from the ſeveral Counties employed 
in this Buineks. 


IV. That theſe Flax dreſſers be 
ſettled in the moſt convenient Pla- 
, ſuch as may afford a ſufficient 


ſupply 
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ſupply of ſoft water for their Ponds, 
and cheap materials for Building ; 
and this as near as may be to ſome 
of the moſt public Roads, in order 
to render the buſineſs as general and 
extenſive as poſſible; confideration 
likewiſe to be had to the neighbour- 
hood of navigable Rivers, and the 
Sea-Coaſt for leſſening the expenſe 
of carriage. 


v. That each of theſe ſeveral Un- 
dattakein be obliged to have a Flax. 
dreſſer from Holland, or, at leaſt 
one fully inſtructed in the Dutch 
methods of raiſing and dreſſing Flax, 
and Flax; ſeed, as ſhall be made ap- 
pear by the approbation and licenſe 
of the Truſtees before - mentioned; 
that the ſaid Flax-dreſſers be obli- 

ged to inſtruct all ſuch Perſons as 
T. ſaid Truſtees ſhall direct, in the 
whole progreſs and myſtery of the 
Buſineſs, according to the Dutch 
method ; - and that a certain _—_ 
um 


| 


I 
tum be allowed out of the ſaid 


fund for inſtructing a proper num 
ber of Perſons from different Coun- 


ties in che manner aforeſaid. 


VI. That, for ſome fewYears after 
this regulation ſhall take place, the 
faid Truſtees do grant larger quan- 
tities than commonly of the Flax- 
feed diftributed by the public boun- 
ty, to thoſe parts of the Country 
where theſe Flax-dreſſers ſhall be 


VII. That, beſides the proviſions. 


for the coarſe dreſſing of Flax, there 
be a ſum granted to bring over a 
few fine Flax-dreſſers, or Dutch 
heckling Women; theſe Women to 


be ſettled in Poor-houſes, or Chari- 


ty-work Schook, to inſtruct the 
Girls retained in thoſe Houſes, who 
when they are perfect in the bufi- 
neſs themſelves, may be ſent into 
different parts of the Country, to 
* 


[ 38 ] 


inſtruct others in heckling, and fine 


dreſſing of Flax. 


VIII. That out of the * fund a 
certain ſum be applied for provid- 
ing theſe fine Flax dreſſers with ſoft- 
ening Mills, ſets of Heckles, and 
Bruſhes, as alſo a ſufficient number 
of Breaks and round-Scutches, all 
made in the Dutch faſhion, and no 
others to be allowed or made uſe of; 
and that the ſaid Dreſſers be diſper- 
ſed principally throughout thoſe 
part of the Country already moſt 
conyerſant in the Art of manu- 
facturing fine Linnen, and 1 for 


their i improvements in it. 


IX. That a Flax- market be eſta- 
bliſhed in Dublin, and in all other 
t Toyens concerned in the Lin- 


nen Trade, the better to ſupply * 


Country with the different ſtapl ies 


= A wake F Jax, 
xX That 
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X. That a part of the faid Fund 
be expended in erecting one or 
more Oyl-Mill or Mills, and for en- 
couraging that Trade; and that ap- 
plication be made in Great Britain 
to take off, or leſſen the duties on 
Linſeed-oyl made in this Kingdom, 
and imported thither from hence. 


Laſtly, that for the better carry- 
ing on of every branch of the Ma- 
nufacture, the Perſons for whom the 
bounty Flax- Seed is deſigned, ſhall 
be made ſure of it at leaſt a Vear 
before the delivery, which delivery 
ſhall, if poſſible, be conſtantly made 
on, or before the firſt Day of Ja- 
nuary; and that the ſaid Bounty- 
Seed be only diſtributed to ſuch 
Perſons as ſhall give proof of the 
goodneſs of the Lands they deſign 
ſowing it ch.. 

If what J have here offered to the 
conſideration of the publick ſhall 


have 
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have the good fortune to meet with a 
. favourable reception, it may encou- 
rage me, in ſome convenient time, 
to proſecute this uſeful ſubject, by 
laying before my Country-men ſome 
of thoſe obſervations I made abroad 
upon the Methods made uſe of by 
dur induſtrious neighbours the Duicb, 
in carrying on this moſt beneficial 
buſineſs in its ſeveral branches. In 
the mean time I have the ſatisfacti- 
on of having ſo far endeavoured to 
fipprove my ſelf a ſincere Friend to 
my Country, in an article on which 
its proſperity ſo much depends. 


Fa 
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